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Dear Broome Students & Families, 
 
I hope you all are excited about the beginning 
of the final grading period of the 2015-16 
school year.  We have accomplished many 
things this year and we still have many more 
opportunities ahead of us during the months of 
April and May.   
 
I want to remind students that attendance is 
critical to success in school.  We have been 
emphasizing this by sending weekly letters to 
students on their 3rd, 6th and 10th absence.  If 
you receive a letter and feel there is a mistake 
please call the attendance office to correct the 
issue.  We only have four Saturday attendance 
makeup days this semester.  The dates are 
April 30, May 7, 14 & 21.  Be sure to turn in 
your parent notes and medical notes on the day 
you return to school.  Students with 6 or more 
unexcused absences in a semester class do not 
earn credit for the class unless the time is made 
up.   
 
Please note that the final snow makeup day for 
students is Tuesday May 31st.  This will be a 
half day for students.   
Congratulations to the BHS fishing team.  They 
finished second in the state competition on 
March 19th.  
Congratulations to our Miss Centurion 
winners: 
 
Miss Photogenic: Alexis Lee (Freshman) 
Grand Talent: Megan Chance (Sophomore) 
Community & Scholastic Achievement: 
Michaela Emory (Sophomore) Overall 
Interview: Michaela Emory (Sophomore) 
Overall Casual Wear: Michaela Emory 
(Sophomore)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Overall Evening Gown: TIE; Payton Parfitt 
(Senior) & Michaela Emory (Sophomore) 
Miss Freshman: Sarah Beth Woodfin Miss 
Sophomore: Megan Chance Miss Junior: 
Ansley Hodge     Miss Senior: Balie Guyton 
Miss Broome High: Madison Smith (Junior) 
Miss Centurion: Michaela Emory 
(Sophomore) 
 
Congratulations to our February Students of 
the Month:  Tyreek Miller, Austin Black, Jaide 
Good & Sarah Beth Woodfin. 
Our spring sports teams are off to a great start.  
I appreciate all of the students, parents and 
staff that are attending games on a regular 
basis.  Our attendance helps the teams perform 
at their best. 
Please remember that our Spring Break is the 
week of April 4th – 8th.  The BHS Academic 
Reception is April 21st and our Prom is April 
22nd. 
 
We are in the planning stages for our upcoming 
BHS Summer Reading program.  Parents, 
students and community members are 
encouraged to recommend books for our 
summer reading list.  Please email me your 
book recommendations. 
I continue to be very impressed with the hard 
work of our students and staff.  We are very 
fortunate to learn and work in a school district 
that has strong community support.  Please call 
on me if I can assist you in any way.   

 

Sincerely,  

Rodney D. Graves 
Principal 

 
 

 

 

The Principal’s Voice 

Voice 
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Health 

 
Vision in Teenagers 
 
Good vision is essential to success in school.  
When a student’s vision suffers, chances are his 
schoolwork does, also. 
 
It has been estimated that as much as 80% of 
the learning a student does occurs through his 
or her eyes. Reading, writing, chalkboard work 
and using computers are among the visual 
tasks students perform daily.  A students’ eyes 
are constantly in use in the classroom and at 
play.  When his or her vision is not functioning 
properly, education and participation in sports 
can suffer. 
 
As children progress in school, they face 
increasing demands on their visual abilities.  
The teenage years often bring about the first 
signs of vision problems.  Inability to see at 
distances is common, causing problems in the 
classroom and a host of other activities, 
including driving.  Many teens also engage in 
more intense sports, work, and physical 
pursuits that increase the chance of eye 
injuries.   At least 25% of students require 
vision correction. 
 
Warning signs of vision problems in teenagers 
are; 

 Consistently sitting too close to the TV 
or holding a book too close 

 Losing his/her place while reading or 
using a finger to guide his eyes when 
reading 

 Squinting or tilting the head to see 
better 

 Frequent eye rubbing 

 Sensitivity or light and/or excessive 
tearing 

 Closing one eye to read, watch TV or see 
better 

 Avoiding activities which require near 
vision, such as reading or homework, or 
distant vision, such as participating in 
sports or other recreational activities 

 Complaining of headaches or tired eyes 

 Avoiding using a computer, because it 
“hurts my eyes” 

 Receiving lower grades than usual 

 Difficulty remembering what he or she 
has read 

 
What teenagers can do to avoid eye problems; 
 

 Exercise to improve blood circulation 
and oxygen levels in the eyes 

 Avoid junk foods; high-fat foods can 
constrict blood flow to the tiny vessels 
that feed the eyes 

 Limit computer/device screen time;  
blinking frequently and taking frequent 
breaks 

 Get a good night’s sleep, giving eyes the 
rest they need 

 Wear protective eyewear during sports, 
and in labs and shop classes 
 

Since vision may change frequently during the 
school years, school age children need an exam 
every two years by an eye doctor.  Vision 
screenings for 9th grade students at Broome 
have been completed in the past few weeks.  
Parents will receive a letter if the student 
should have a follow-up exam by an eye care 
specialist.  A vision screening performed by the 
pediatrician or school nurse is not a 
comprehensive eye exam.   These screenings 
are designed to alert parents to the possibility 
of a visual problem, but do not take the place of 
a visit to an eye care practitioner. 
 
The earlier a vision problem is detected and 
treated, the more likely treatment will be 
successful. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+for+vision+screening+for+teenagers&view=detailv2&&id=7341CF434402D14A2B614CB98741A5564E77ACF8&selectedIndex=138&ccid=BdWwqhNB&simid=608008310225768330&thid=OIP.M05d5b0aa13417ee116614a119eaedecco0
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Administration 
 

ACT WARS:  THE STUDENTS 
AWAKEN 
By Kevin Cox 

 

This year’s state college readiness 
assessment, which all 3rd year students 
will take, is the ACT.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity for your student to take a 
college admissions test for free.  The 
ACT will test students in four areas:  
English, mathematics, reading and 
science.  The scores from these four tests 
are combined to make a composite 
score.  The composite score is the score 
looked at by colleges and scholarship 
committees.  In addition to these four 
sections, the state will also give the 
optional writing test.  While not part of 
the composite score, some colleges and 
universities do like to see how well 
students can write.  Our students will 
take the test April 19th.  Below is a 
description of each section of the test 
and how we are trying to help prepare 
students.   
 
The English test is composed of 75 
multiple choice questions, covering six 
elements of effective writing:  
punctuation, grammar and usage, 
sentence structure, strategy, 
organization, and style.  The test 
consists of five essays or passages, each 
of which is accompanied by a sequence 
of multiple choice questions.  Different 
passage types are employed to provide a 
variety of rhetorical situations.  Some 
questions refer to underlined portions of 
the passage and offer several 
alternatives to the underlined portion.  
Students must decide which choice is 
most appropriate in the context of the 

passage.  The students have 45 minutes 
to complete this section.  
 
The ACT mathematics test is composed 
of 60 multiple choice questions designed 
to assess the mathematical skills 
students have typically acquired in 
courses taken up to the beginning of 
grade 12.  Students need knowledge of 
basic formulas and computational skills 
to answer the problems, but are not 
required to know complex formulas or 
perform extensive computations.  
Calculators may be used on this section.  
The questions are from six content 
areas:  pre-algebra, elementary algebra, 
intermediate algebra, coordinate 
geometry, plane geometry, and 
trigonometry.  Students will have 60 
minutes to complete this section.  
 
The reading test is composed of 40 
multiple choice questions that measure 
reading comprehension.  The test will 
ask students to derive meaning from 
several texts by referring to what is 
explicitly stated and reasoning to 
determine implicit meaning.  The 
reading passages are representative of 
the level and kinds of texts commonly 
encountered in first-year College 
courses.  Passages on topics in social 
studies, natural sciences, literary 
narratives, and the humanities are 
included.  Students have 35 minutes to 
complete this section.  
 
 
 
(Continued) 
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The science test is composed of 40 
multiple choice questions that measure 
the interpretation, analysis, evaluation, 
reasoning, and problem-solving skills 
required in the natural sciences.  
Students are not allowed to use a 
calculator on this section of the test.  
This test assumes that students are in 
the process of taking the core science 
course of study that will prepare them 
for college level work and have 
completed a course in earth science or 
physical science and biology.  The tests 
presents several sets of scientific 
information in one of three different 
formats:  data representation (graphs, 
tables, or other schematic forms), 
research summaries (descriptions of 
several related experiments), or 
conflicting viewpoints (expressions of 
several related hypotheses or views that 
are inconsistent with one another).  The 
students are required to recognize and 
understand the basic features of, and 
concepts related to, the provided 
information, examine critically the 
relationship between the information 
provided and the conclusions drawn or 
hypotheses developed, and generalize 
from given information to gain new 
information, draw conclusions, or make 
predictions.  Students have 35 minutes 
to complete this section.   
The writing test, which is optional for 
college admissions but required by the 
state, is a 40 minute essay test with one 
writing prompt that measures a 
student’s writing skills – specifically 
those writing skills emphasized in high 
school English classes and in entry level 
college composition courses.  The test 
describes and issue and provides three 
different perspectives on the issue.  The 
student is asked to “evaluate and 
analyze” the perspectives; to “state and 

develop” their own perspective; and to 
“explain the relationship” between their 
perspective and those given.   
To help prepare our students, BHS has 
developed the ACT Wars:  The Students 
Awaken.  Capitalizing on the “Star 
Wars” phenomenon, we are hoping to 
encourage our students to compete in a 
weekly ACT challenge.  Each 
Wednesday, students have the 
opportunity to answer sample ACT 
questions from each area (English, 
mathematics, reading, and science.)  
The students answer these questions 
through their tablets and the Lightning 
Grader program.  Students receive 
immediate feedback as to how they did 
with their answers.  Beyond that, each 
students score is recorded because the 
students are competing for prizes.  At 
the end of the competition, which will be 
the Friday before spring break, each 
participating student’s name will be 
entered into a drawing the number of 
times equal to the number of questions 
they have answered correctly.  For 
example, if a student answered 36 
questions correctly, his or her name 
would be entered into the drawing 36 
times.  First prize, second prize and 
third prize is $100.00, $75.00, and 
$50.00, respectively.   
This competition is open to all grade 
levels.  Please encourage your students 
to participate.  Not only do they gain 
valuable practice in preparing for test, 
they could also add some cash to their 
pockets. War 
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World Language 
 
BENEFITS of Learning Another 
Language 
 
“Why do I need to learn Spanish, 
German, (insert language of choice 
here)?” “I never plan to leave the United 
States.” “People who come here should 
learn English-I shouldn’t have to learn 
another language.”  
 
As World Language teachers, we hear this all 
the time. So . . . why is it so important to learn 
another language? Although there are 
MUCHAS reasons to learn another language, 
here are some of the most important: 

1. Open up a world of job opportunities. 
These days, so many companies are 
globally-focused. As a result, it can be a 
real résumé-booster if you are applying 
for jobs, and you speak more than one 
language. There is also a huge need for 
translators and interpreters in places 
such as hospitals and courthouses. 

2. Increase brain function. Many studies 
have been done over the years that find 
a strong correlation between learning 
another language and memory 
improvement. It has also been shown to 
decrease the effects of degenerative 
brain diseases, such as dementia. 

3. Broaden your horizons. Learning 
another language opens you up to 
amazing literature, art, and cultural 
aspects from different countries. Instead 
of being confined to one area for the rest 
of your life, you can learn about exotic 
people and places. 

 
These are just a few reasons to encourage 
students to study a language in high school, 
and to continue studying a language in college. 
If they (or you) have not started yet, it is never 
too late to learn! 

 
 

Social Studies 
 
The US History classes are hard at work 
learning about the Gilded Age in which 
America became an economic 
powerhouse and inquiring as to how we 
can continue that process in today’s 
world. We are also busy studying and 
analyzing the political campaigns of the 
Democratic and Republican candidates. 
We want our students to have as much 
knowledge on the issues facing America 
today and how that impacts their future. 
To accomplish this we have recently 
allowed our students to take an online 
political quiz know as isidewith.com in 
order to see how the issues they feel are 
most important align with the different 
presidential candidates, as well as, 
participating in a mock election to see 
what the election outcome would be if 
they were the ones voting today. The 
hope of the Social Studies Department is 
that through these instructional 
activities we can foster an interest of 
future generations in their political 
process as American citizens and the 
importance of having their voice heard.  
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Science 

 

GreenSTEM II 

 
GreenSTEM II – Sustainable 
Conservation (Instructor: Doug 
Purinton) 

 

Mission Statement: Design, build and 
test a model house using alternative 
natural lighting. 

 

 
Nick Hicks and Toby Justice put finishing touch on their 
house. 

 

 
Caleb Huskey paints inside of his model. 

 

Each house is tested using lamps at various times and 
angles of the day. (Azimith) 

 

Data: Measured in Lumens 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16

184
209

197

23

SUNRISE 10:00 AM NOON 2:00 PM SUNSET

L
u

m
en

s

Time of Day

Natural Light Data



Broome High School   381 Cherry Hill Road    Spartanburg, SC  29307 Page | 7 

Mrs. Harris' honors physics enjoyed 
learning from an aviation representative 
during a recent SOaR visit from the 
Celebrate Freedom Foundation. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

JROTC 
 
 

Broome’s JROTC shooting team finished 
in 10th place Saturday at the South 
Carolina Junior Olympics qualifying 
match at Walhalla. 
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Published Artist 
 
Congratulations to Broome’s latest 
published artist and authors! Braxton 
Huskey had two pieces of art accepted 
for publication during Winter 2016-17 in 
ENCOUNTER—the Magazine, an 
imprint of David C. Cook 
Publishing.  Authors Paxton Bridges, 
Leah Foster, Davis Woodfin, and 
Brianna Corrales will also have work 
featured in this publication.  Each 
student is issued a contract and a 
paycheck and will have his or her work 
circulated to a readership of over 
40,000 subscribers.   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

L
ea

h
 F

o
st

er
 

D
a

vis W
o
o

d
fin

 

P
a
x

to
n

 B
rid

g
es 

B
ra

x
to

n
 H

u
sk

ey
 



Broome High School   381 Cherry Hill Road    Spartanburg, SC  29307 Page | 9 

Sports 
 
Broome Class of 2006 graduate and 
football and basketball standout, D.J. 
Moore spoke with Broome's baseball 
and softball teams on the subject 
of F.A.M.E., an acronym for Friends in 
Battle (one's teammates), Achieving 
through Adversity, Moments to 
Capitalize, and Effort in Everything. Mr. 
Moore related some of his life's 
experiences while a student at Broome 
and Vanderbilt University and as 
professional football player for the 
Chicago Bears, the Carolina Panthers, 
and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guidance 

Seven students from Mr. Danny Morgan's 
POL 201 class, a dual enrollment class 
offered to Broome students through USC-
Union, participated in the Southeast 
Regional Model Arab League competition 
held at Converse College.  This team 
represented the country of 
Somalia.  Thirteen colleges and universities 
as well as four high schools were 
represented.  Without any past exposure to 
programs such as Model United Nations or 
Model NATO, this team faced a daunting 
challenge, especially having entered the 
competition on very short notice with only 
two and a half weeks to prepare. This 
Broome team did extremely well, garnering 
praise from veteran Model Arab League 
teams and faculty advisors 
alike.  Additionally, four of our team 
members won awards for Outstanding High 
School Delegation.  The team participated 
in three separate committees: the 
Economic Affairs committee, the 
Palestinian Affairs committee, and the 
Special Committee on Religion and 
Extremism.   

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured are Charley Gentry (Palestinian Affairs), Caroline Posey 
(Palestinian Affairs), Griffen Bridges** (Spec. Committee on Religion & 
Extremism), Michaela Mabry** (Spec. Committee on Religion & 
Extremism), Asia Ratsasack (Team Member), Maddie Norton** 
(Economic Affairs), Abby Shackley** (Economic Affairs). Not pictured 
is USC-Union professor Danny Morgan. 

 

 



Broome High School   381 Cherry Hill Road    Spartanburg, SC  29307 Page | 10 

 
 
In a ceremony of rare dignity and 
elegance, fifteen young ladies competed 
for the coveted title of Miss Centurion 
2016. At the end of the evening that 
featured competitions in casual wear, 
evening gown wear, talent, and 
interview, Sophomore Michaela Emory 
was crowned Miss Centurion 
2016.  Madison Smith was selected Miss 
Broome. Class winners were Miss 
Senior, Bailie Guyton; Miss Junior, 
Ansley Hodge; Miss Sophomore, Megan 
Chance; and Miss Freshman, Sarah Beth 
Woodfin. Leah Manning, Miss 
Centurion 2015 presided over the 
pageant. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

MISS CENTURION 
M

is
s 

C
en

tu
ri

on
 –

 M
ic

ha
el

a 
E

m
or

y 
 

Miss Broome – Madison Smith 

Miss Freshman – Sarah Woodfin 

Miss Sophmore – Megan Chance 

Miss Junior – Ansley Hodge 

Miss Senio – Baile Guyton 
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Centurion Spirit 
 
Broome athletes and CECIL participated 
in the Pacolet Elementary School 
Literacy Safari on March 3, 
2016.  Participants included CECIL and 
his alter ego Cody Roemhild, D'Marco 
Jackson, Zeke Stringer, Jake Mathis, 
James Hall, Jarius Jeter, Jesse Lee, and 
Nick Case. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
ACT    4/9/16 
 
Interims   4/20/16 
 

Academic  
Reception   4/21/16  
   
Prom   4/22/16 

Inclement Weather 
Make-Up Days 

As required by state law and school 
district policy, Spartanburg School 
District 3 is required to make up all 
student instructional days lost because 
of snow, ice, and other emergency 
disruptions. 

Friday, March 11 was used as a snow 
make-up day.  The second snow make-
up day will be Tuesday, May 31, which 
will be the last day of school for 
students.  

Friday, May 27 and Tuesday, May 31 will 
be half days for students. 
 

 

 

 

Statement of Non-Discrimination Spartanburg School District 
Three does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, disability or age in its programs or activities and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The 
following person(s) has been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
the nondiscrimination policies: Director of Personnel and Pupil 
Services 3535 Clifton Glendale Road, Glendale, SC 29346 (864)279-
6000 
 


